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State of New Mexico Public Opinion Poll 
GRT Increase for Public School Education
Summary of Results

Methodology

This study, conducted by Research & Polling, Inc., was commissioned by The New Mexico Education Partners.   The objective of the study was to measure public opinion regarding a proposed three-quarters of one percent gross receipts tax increase for public school education.  A random sample of 404 registered voters in the state of New Mexico was interviewed by telephone between March 2nd and March 3rd,  2009.  A sample size of 404 provides a maximum margin of error of plus or minus 4.9%.  

Key Findings
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Question 1: Do you support or oppose increasing the New Mexico sales tax (gross receipts tax) by three-quarters of 

one percent, of which all the revenue generated by this tax measure would be used for public school education? Is 

that strongly or somewhat (support/oppose)?


The majority of New Mexico’s registered voters (59%) support increasing New Mexico’s gross receipts tax by three-quarters of one percent for additional  public school education funding; whereas 36% oppose this tax increase. Among the supporters, 36% strongly support it while 23% somewhat support this tax measure. Among opponents, 23% strongly oppose it, while 13% somewhat oppose the measure. Five percent of New Mexico’s registered voters are either undecided or do not know whether they support or oppose it. 

Among Democrats, 68% strongly or somewhat support the three-quarters of one percent gross receipts tax for public school education. Forty-nine percent of Republicans support the measure as do 54% of registered independents. Twenty-six percent of Democrats, 49% of Republicans and 43% of independents oppose this tax increase. 
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Question 2: Due to the state budget deficit, public school funding will probably be reduced starting this year. 

Knowing this, do you support or oppose the sales tax increase of three-quarters of one percent for public school 

education? Is that strongly or somewhat (support/oppose)?


Registered voters who were opposed or undecided about the tax measure were asked a follow up question in which they were informed that due to the state budget deficit, public school funding will probably be reduced starting this year. They were then asked whether they support or oppose the three-quarter of one percent gross receipts tax increase for public school education. In total, 64% of registered voters either initially support the tax or support the tax measure after being informed that public school funding will probably be reduced this year and 31% continue to oppose the tax measure. Seventy-three percent of Democrats, 55% of Republicans and 57% of independents support the tax measure after being informed of the probability of reduced funding for education. 

Demographics of Sample
(Registered voters only)

Total

Sample


(n=404)
Gender

Male
47%

Female
53%

Age

18 to 34 years
25%

35 to 49 years
25%

50 to 64 years
29%

65 years or older
21%
Ethnicity

Hispanic
35%

Anglo/Caucasian
54%

Black/African-American
2%
Native American Indian
2%
Other descent
4%
Won’t say
2%
Political Affiliation

Democrat
51%

Republican
33%

Independent/D-T-S/other
16%

PUBLIC SCHOOL TAX SURVEY
March 2009
FINAL
n=400 Statewide Registered Voters
Hello, my name is  (YOUR NAME)  from Research & Polling, Inc.  We are conducting a brief survey on an important topic.  I assure you we are not selling anything.  Your phone number was selected at random, and we would greatly appreciate a few minutes of your time.
A.
Are you a registered voter in New Mexico?


1.
Yes


2.
No/don’t know/won’t say (Ask to speak to someone in the household who is, if not Thank and Terminate)

1. Do you support or oppose increasing the New Mexico sales tax (gross receipts tax) by three-quarters of one percent, of which all the revenue generated by this tax measure would be used for public school education? (Pause) Is that strongly or somewhat (support/oppose)?


1.
Strongly support  (SKIP TO INTRO TO Q.3)


2.
Somewhat support  (SKIP TO INTRO TO Q.3)


3.
Somewhat oppose


4.
Strongly oppose


5.
Depends (volunteered)


6.
Don’t know/won’t say

2. Due to the state budget deficit, public school funding will probably be reduced starting this year.  Knowing this, do you support or oppose the sales tax increase of three-quarters of one percent for public school education? (Pause) Is that strongly or somewhat (support/oppose)?


1.
Strongly support


2.
Somewhat support


3.
Somewhat oppose


4.
Strongly oppose


5.
Depends (volunteered)


6.
Don’t know/won’t say

THANK YOU, WE ARE ALMOST DONE.  NOW, I WOULD LIKE TO ASK THREE QUESTIONS FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY.
3. Into which age category do you fit?  (READ CATEGORIES)
1.
18 to 34 years

2.
35 to 49 years

3.
50 to 64 years

4.
65 years or older

5.
Won't say  (DO NOT READ) 
4. Do you consider yourself to be:  (READ CATEGORIES)
1.
Hispanic

2.
Anglo/Caucasian 

3.
Black/African-American

4.
Native American Indian

5.
Or of other descent?

6.
Won't say  (DO NOT READ)
5. Are you a registered Democrat, Republican, Independent or other?


1.
Democrat


2.
Republican


3.
Independent/D-T-S/other


4.
Won't say  (SEE LIST)
THIS CONCLUDES OUR SURVEY.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.  HAVE A GOOD DAY.
NOTE TO INTERVIEWER, WAS RESPONDENT:
1.
Male
2.
Female

Respondent's Phone Number  ___________________________________________

Interviewer Name  _________________________________________________________

Interviewer Code __________________________________________________________

POLLER ENTER COUNTY CODE: (REGISTERED VOTER LIST) SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
01
Santa Fe

02
Bernalillo

03
Eddy

04
Chaves

05
Curry

06
Lea

07
Doña Ana

08
Grant

09
Colfax

10
Quay

11
Roosevelt

12
San Miguel

13
McKinley

14
Valencia

15
Otero

16
San Juan

17
Rio Arriba

18
Union

19
Luna

20
Taos

21
Sierra

22
Torrance

23
Hidalgo

24
Guadalupe

25
Socorro

26
Lincoln

27
DeBaca

28
Catron

29
Sandoval

30
Mora

31
Harding

32
Los Alamos

33
Cibola

















5140 San Francisco Road NE  •  Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109

Tel: 505.821.5454  •  Fax: 505.821.5474  •  Web site: www.rpinc.com

Research & Polling, Inc.


