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Great Public Schools Begin With Us!







One Caring Adult Can Make a Difference
One caring adult can keep a bullied student from dropping out of school. One caring adult may save a bullied student’s life. NEA's Bully Free: It Starts With Me campaign, is asking you to be that caring adult. Just take the pledge — to listen to bullied students who approach you and take action to stop the bullying. In return, NEA will provide you with free resources to help you support these students. Sign up today at: http://www.nea.org/home/NEABullyFreeSchools.html
NEA: The NEA Foundation Grants
Beneficiary: Colleges and Universities, Education Support Professionals, K-12 Teachers.

Deadline: Wednesday, February 01, 2012

The NEA Foundation awards grants to public school educators to enhance teaching and learning: 

· Student Achievement Grants support initiatives that improve academic achievement.

· Learning & Leadership Grants support high-quality professional development.

Practicing K-12 public school teachers, education support professionals, and higher education faculty and staff at public colleges and universities may apply online.  For information about how to apply, the application, and an instructional video, visit The NEA Foundation's web site at http://www.neafoundation.org/
Application deadlines are: February 1, June 1, and October 15.

Calendar





Jan. __: AR meeting





Jan. 18: NEA-NM legislative training and reception





Feb. 3 contact NEA-NM if you have not received your postcard with election information





Feb. __: AR meeting





Feb. 17: electronic voting closes for NEA-NM elections





March 2: Read Across America!





March 31: NEA-NM Spring conference: Legislative Update and Negotiation Strategies for 2011-12; Presidents’ Council 





Get Involved To Advocate For Yourself and Your Students!


The 30 day 2012 legislative session will begin soon. Funding to enable public school employees dto meet the needs of our students continues to be a priority. NEA-NM has been advocating for the needs of our students and school employees for 125 years and will continue to do so during this session. Legislators also need to hear from their constituents- that’s you! 


What can you do? 


Sign up for email alerts at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nea-nm.org" ��www.nea-nm.org�.


Contact your legislators during the session-you’ll find talking points at nea-nm.org.  


Inform your colleagues about critical issues during the session. 


Encourage your colleagues to contact legislators by phone and/or email. 


Ask your colleagues who are not yet members to join and add their voice to ours.     Together, we are stronger

















Local issue: consider a letter from the president, an article about a local issue, contact information for your legislators, an update on negotiations or a local advocacy issue, or you can even copy information from the pocket calendar. 





News Notes





NEA-New Mexico All-Member On-line Election Coming Soon


Postcards explaining the electronic voting procedures will be mailed to all eligible members January 27. The postcard provides the necessary information for you to go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nea-nm.org" ��www.nea-nm.org� and log-in to vote. You will also find instructions on requesting a paper ballot. Electronic voting closes February 17, 2012!


Only members who were entered into the membership system by December 1, 2011 are eligible to vote in this election.  You should contact NEA-New Mexico if you have not received a postcard by February 3. Call Elizabeth Martinez at (505-986-2855).           Your vote is important! 


       Be sure to VOTE! 





�





Dossier Support:


Level 1 teachers can get on-line support for their dossier work from an experienced colleague. Sign up at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nea-nm.org" ��www.nea-nm.org�.











For up-to-date legislative news, check out the NEA-NM website daily during the session: 


www.nea-nm.org


You can sign up for email alerts, contact your legislators, take action when needed, and stay current on issues that impact you and your students. 











Know Your Rights





Print an article from your collective bargaining agreement (or board policy) that members need to know. Transfer procedures and timelines, snow day procedures, evaluation language, etc. are all possibilities here. 
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