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NEW MEXICO’S 3-TIERED LICENSURE SYSTEM
What It Means To You
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In February of 2003, a sweeping new education reform bill was passed by the legislature and signed by Governor Richardson with a new 3-tier Licensure System as a key piece of the new law. Every school district is required by law to provide a minimum salary of $30,000 for all teachers. Next year (04-05), the minimum for Level II teachers rises to $35,000; in school year 05-06 it goes up again to $40,000. Level III teacher minimums reach $45,000 in the 06-07 school year, and finally reach $50,000 annually in the 07-08 school year. This can mean as much as a $10,000 increase for many teachers in just a few short years!

The new licensure system also carries with it new rights and professional responsibilities. For instance, all teachers will be evaluated annually and Teaching Assignment Verification is required. Advancement from Level I to Level II requires positive evaluations and the submission of a new Professional Development Dossier. Advancement from Level II to Level III requires another dossier, positive evaluations, at least three years of teaching at Level II, and either an M.A. or National Board Certification.

How You Can Find Out More

· Attend your local association meetings and host one in your building.

· Read and share with your colleagues the information on the NEA-NM website, www.nea-nm.org, as well as teachnm.org. You’ll stay current with breaking news affecting your salary, your rights, and instructional responsibilities in the schools. Visit them frequently.
· Follow the links on our website to other sources of information.
Your Participation Makes The Difference

Support NEA-New Mexico's Activities and Those Of Your Local Association

· Speak with the local Association Representative in your building or your local Association President to see how you can help.
· Enroll today in NEA and your local, if you’re not already a member. Enrollment forms may be downloaded at www.nea-nm.org. Please be sure to check with your local leaders to see about pro-rating this year’s dues so you only pay for the remainder of the school year.

· Enroll a colleague, if you are already a member.
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