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MEMBER MENTIONS

Stand Up and Be Counted

Congratulations to the newly-elected ESP members to 
the NEA-NM Board of Directors. Elected at Delegate 
Council for one year terms are: Henry Armendariz, 
maintenance personnel from NEA-Loving; Bruce Bennett, 
maintenance personnel from NEA-Los Lunas; Randy 
Mondragon, bus driver from NEA-Santa Fe; and Teresa 
Ybarra, instructional assistant from CSEC-Las Cruces.

New Locals and Additions

Welcome to the newly affi liated Teachers Association 
of Lordsburg-NEA and their new President, Christina 
Salinas, an educational assistant in Lordsburg. A hearty 
hello to the newly NEA affi liated CCSD Operations 
Department in Central Consolidated Schools which is 
now part of CCEA and NEA-NM. And last, but certainly 
not least, congratulations to our newest bargaining local, 
NEA-Lake Arthur and their president, Becky Hammond.

In Memoriam

We acknowledge and mourn the passing of John 
Gemoets, long-time, active, and loyal member of NEA-
Las Cruces who died in November; Madge Hernandez, 
active member and AR in Espanola-NEA who also passed 
away in November; and Art Haggerton of NEA-Las 
Cruces, White Sands Middle School for 30 years and a 
loyal, career long member who passed in early October.

We also note the late December passing of John Chase, 
NEA-NM Executive Director, from 1983 to 1985. He was 
elected President of NEA’s Student Program while a 
student at University of Northern Colorado. John served 
most of his recently-ended NEA career as a political affairs 
specialist. Our condolences go to his wife, Barbara, and 
to his long-time friends and colleagues, Lynne and Jude 
Mason, formerly of Santa Fe.

NEA-New Mexico proudly introduces its 2012 
NEA-NM Read Across America Chairperson, Harlan 
McKosato.  Harlan is the host of his fi ve-day-a-week 
national call-in show or “electronic talking circle”, 
called Native America Talking. The show airs on 
fi fty-two  public and tribal stations 
across the United States and 
Canada covering popular topics 
such as health care, education, 
natural resources, and  the “Book 
of the Month” with over 500,000 
listeners each week.

McKosato traces his tribal roots 
to the Sac and Fox/Ioway nations 
in Oklahoma. He has hosted the 
show since 1997, writes a column 
for the Santa Fe New Mexican, 
and has been an adjunct professor 
of journalism at the Institute of 
American Indian Arts. In 2002, 
he was appointed Chair of the 
Albuquerque Mayor’s Commission 
on Indian Affairs. In 2003, he won 
the Crosswinds Weekly readers’ 
choice award for “Best Radio 
Personality in New Mexico. He was honored as 
the Distinguished Alumnus by the University of 
Oklahoma’s Gaylord College of Journalism in 2005 
and, in 2003 anchored the McKosato family on 
three episodes of TV’s The Family Feud.

In his October 2, 2011 column for the New 
Mexican, he writes about his being asked to 

spearhead this year’s NEA-NM Read Across 
America. He writes, “… when I thought about my 
own upbringing, reading and literacy have been 
the foundation to all the academic and professional 
successes that I’ve been fortunate enough to enjoy 

over the years. The joy of reading 
has been passed on from me to 
my fourth-grade son. It is quite a 
thrill to hear him laughing out loud 
reading Calvin and Hobbes…”

He concludes that column by 
saying, “…So, let’s get our children 
away from those video games 
for a while. Let’s get them off the 
Internet long enough to stick a 
book in their hands, have them 
open it up and read. I really do 
believe that a reader today is a 
leader tomorrow.” 

Harlan and his son, Nekon, 
are featured in this year’s poster 
(INSIDE this ISSUE) with the 
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center as 
the background. You can listen to 

Harlan airing live every weekday at 11 am on KUNM 
89.9 in Albuquerque and you can see him on our 
NEA-NM Read Across America video at www.nea-
nm.org.

You can also visit our website and the NEA link for 
ideas on how you can celebrate March 2nd and EVERY 
DAY as NEA-NM Read Across America Day. 

Native America Reading

From: Eleanor 
“Snookie” 
Krumbiegel

NEA Member Benefi ts 
Affi liate Relations Specialist

NEA MEMBER BENEFITS
“YOUR DEDICATION DRIVES 
OURS!”

neamb.com

Find the latest deals at www.
facebook.com/NEADeals

Need Help?  
Go to ask-us@neamb.com

NEA HEARING CARE PROGRAM

The signs of hearing loss can be subtle 
and emerge slowly, or they can be more 
noticeable and come on suddenly.  Enroll in 
the NEA Hearing Care Program and receive 
a free hearing  screening for yourself and 
members of your family at a local provider’s 
offi ce.

• No enrollment fees or premiums
• Discounts of 30%-70% on many brands 
   of top quality hearing aids
• 2-year warranty included at no 
   additional charge with each Hear In 
   America hearing aid
• Free lifetime hearing aid cleaning and 
   check-up service
• 3 years’ worth of free hearing aid 
   batteries

NEA DENTAL AND VISION INSURANCE

Good oral care is critical to maintaining 
your overall health. Recent studies have 
linked oral health with a variety of overall 
health conditions ranging from diabetes to 
heart disease.  The NEA Dental and Vision 
program now provides members with 

substantial coverage for a majority of your 
dental care expenses.  

Members can also add the optional vision 
insurance to cover your eyewear needs that 
provides substantial coverage for exams, 
lenses, frames and contact lenses.  For 
additional information visit neamb.com or 
call 1.866.984.7730.

PROFESSIONAL GROWTH 
OPPORTUNITIES

NEA ACADEMY 
The Richard W. Riley College of Education 
and Leadership at Walden University

NEA Members are eligible for a 10% tuition 
reduction, waived application and $100,000 
per year in NEA member scholarships.

Master’s degrees designed to help you 
become more effective educators in helping 
your students succeed.  Members can 
benefi t from challenging courses, expert 
faculty members, a convenient online format 
and 24/7 student support at an accredited 
university.  

Visit Walden’s Master’s Degree catalog 
to see what the leading provider of online 

education programs (U.S. News & World 
Report-May, 2010) can do for you.  Questions? 
Call the NEA Academy at1.800.893.0396 or 
go online at neamb.com for details.

DID YOU KNOW?

NEA Member Benefi ts provides a “Travel 
Savers Newsletter” that is available online – 
click on the Travel & Leisure tab at neamb.
com – click Features. Members receive 
exclusive special offers when they sign up 
for the monthly Travel Savers Newsletter! 

NEA CLICK & SAVE WEBSITE

Great Savings have never been easier 
when you take advantage of the hundreds of 
exclusive offers available every day through 
NEA Click & Save

New offers are added every day - cell 
phones to Disney Cruises - and you can set 
e-mail reminders for your favorite merchants 
so you’ll be notifi ed in advance of upcoming 
sales and discounts. 

Go to www.neamb.com/clickandsave 
and start saving today! 


